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This was a collaborative work between 
the participants on every fundamental 
level—from title, concept, portraiture 

and encouragement. No titles contained 
within are individual works.



It was a daunting task, teaching my 
first youth photography narrative 
workshop. One thing I knew for 
certain, I would not coddle them.  
I had spent years working to liberate 
and open adult photographers› hearts 
and guts to create raw, intimate, 
personal work. What I found with 
this group of youth was that not only 
could they keep up with seasoned, 
professional adults I was accustomed 
to teaching, but they did it more 
quickly, jubilantly, and honestly. 

They had not yet had the years of 
quietening and self-repression that 
some education unfortunately does. 
These dynamic 11 to -15year-olds 
were already pulsating with questions 
about their world, struggling to meet 
expectations placed on them, and the 
sometimes, less than kind intentions 
of others. There were tears; there 
was initial shyness by some. But they 
opened up to each other, encouraged 
each other. In one case, they 
collaboratively coaxed a participant 
during a portrait session to sing, to 
be his dream. This collaborative work 
is honest, witty, and inspiring. They 
came every day despite a full school 
schedule. These «kids» will go far. 
And their world, what they honestly 
share with you here—is something 
to behold and learn from. It›s 
everything good documentary strives 
to be. Heartbreaking, insightful, and 
beautiful, all at once.














































