
 

 
Michel Reilhac unpacks the potential for filmmakers to use VR 

to redefine the rules of filmmaking 
 

• Virtual reality pioneer explains the potential for VR to revolutionise cinema 

Doha, Qatar: 19 March 2019: At the second Qumra Talk of the Doha Film Institute’s annual industry 
initiative, virtual reality (VR) pioneer Michel Reilhac examined the huge potential of this technology to 
transform cinema.  

“There is no better time to participate in an artform than when it is being created, and that is what is 
happening with VR right now,” said Reilhac. “There are literally no rules for how to use this technology in 
film – and that’s exciting. It’s up to filmmakers to invent the rules, and surely it’s better to make up the 
rules rather than follow them!” 

A renowned narrative architect and expert in immersive media, Reilhac heads up the award-winning 
production company Submarine Channel and teaches at Venice Biennale College. During his Qumra Talk, 
he demonstrated how filmmakers can learn from the revolutionary ways VR is being used in gaming. “The 
gaming industry has been pushing boundaries with VR for years now, offering the opportunity to be 
immersed in an alternate universe” he said, “I believe that filmmakers can learn from the gaming industry 
how to give their audience agency within the realities of their films.” 

“You will also need to accept that your viewer might not look at the whole world that you are creating in 
your film –  only a part of it. Giving up this control is one of the most challenging things for a director.”  

The ethical considerations of VR and its impact on human behavior was also discussed by Reilhac. “The 
truth is that we have no idea where this technology could take us. It’s scary and confusing. VR has the 
potential to create an alternative universe for humans, and we may well prefer to live as virtual humans 
in these worlds over living in the real world. But it’s up to us what we do with this technology and I still 
believe it has huge potential.” 

Citing a recent study, Reilhac said that VR would reach a mature level and become part of our everyday 
lives within five years, and new technologies may further accelerate this progression.  

However, Reilhac urged the audience to remember core principles. “As human beings we strive to make 
sense of the world. Ultimately, your work will be remembered for the quality of story and its emotional 
impact.”  

During Qumra, Doha Film Institute partners with Northwestern University in Qatar to offer talks from 
industry experts to filmmakers and members of the public. Reilhac’s talk on virtual reality was 
complemented by the Qumra VR Lounge powered by Diversion Cinema, the lounge is open to the public 
every day of Qumra 2019. It explores virtual reality through two internationally acclaimed works – Arden’s 
Wake/ Tide’s Fall by Eugene Chung and Spheres by Darren Aronofsky. 

The fifth edition of Qumra brings together more than 150 acclaimed filmmakers, industry professionals 
and experts to nurture 36 Qumra Projects by first and second-time filmmakers that are in various stages 
of development. The six-day event takes place 15–20 March at Souq Waqif and the Museum of Islamic 



 

Art. In addition to the Qumra Talks it features Qumra Master Classes and screenings in the Qumra Masters 
and New Voices in Cinema series. 

Further details about ticket prices and sales for the screenings are now available on 

www.dohafilminstitute.com. 
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About Qumra 

Directors and Producers attached to thirty-six projects in development and post-production are selected 
to participate in the event. They will include a number of emerging filmmakers from Qatar, as well as 
recipients of funding from the Institute’s Grants Programme. The robust programme will feature industry 
meetings designed to assist with propelling projects to their next stages of development, including master 
classes, work-in-progress screenings, bespoke matchmaking sessions and tailored workshops with 
industry experts. This creative exchange will take place alongside a programme of public screenings 
curated with input from the Qumra Masters. 

The event is organised in three main sections: The Qumra Master Classes are daily sessions; each led by 
one of the Masters. The participating filmmakers have full access to these sessions, which are also open 
to accredited industry guests to attend in an observational capacity.  

The Qumra Meetings are a series of one-on-one meetings, workshops and tailored mentoring sessions 
between representatives from the selected projects and seasoned industry experts.  

The Qumra Screenings are open to the public and feature projects funded by the Institute through its 
grants and co-financing initiatives, as well as a series of films chosen by the Qumra Masters accompanied 
by Q&A sessions.   

The Arabic term ‘qumra’ is popularly said to be the origin of the word ‘camera’, and to have been used by 
the scientist, astronomer and mathematician Alhazen (Ibn al-Haytham, 965-c.1040 CE), whose work in 
optics laid out the principles of the camera obscura. 

About Doha Film Institute 

Doha Film Institute is an independent, not-for-profit cultural organisation. It supports the growth of the 
local film community through cultivating film appreciation, enhancing industry knowledge and 
contributing to the development of sustainable creative industries in Qatar. The Institute’s platforms 
include funding and production of local, regional and international films; skills-sharing and mentorship 
programmes; film screenings; the Ajyal Youth Film Festival; and Qumra. With culture, community, learning 
and entertainment at its foundation, the Institute is committed to supporting Qatar’s 2030 vision for the 
development of a knowledge-based economy. 

Twitter: @DohaFilm; Instagram: @DohaFilm; Facebook: www.facebook.com/DohaFilmInstitute 
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