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Qatari directors endorse Qumra as a ‘school of film
learning’ and a platform to take Qatari stories to the
international stage

Doha, Qatar; March 11, 2018: Young Qatari directors, who have their upcoming projects being
mentored at Qumra 2018, the industry event by the Doha Film Institute, have endorsed it for the new
learnings and wealth of networking opportunities offered.

Khalifa Al-Thani, Qatari filmmaker, who is directing his first feature film, The Voice of Amirah, which is
set in 1970s Qatar and tells the story of a female protagonist who grows up in an unconventional
household. “This is my first time participating in Qumra,” said Khalifa. “I have a number of friends who
have been here, who said Qumra pushes them to make their films happen. There is enormous amount
of support from industry professionals.” He said the script-to-screen support that Qumra provides is
invaluable in overcoming the challenges he faces as a filmmaker.

“Qumra is relevant to me because it brings my peers together — and we are all supporting one another.
Further, the one-on-one personal interactions with the mentors helps you understand better where you
come from — as a filmmaker — and what you aspire to achieve.” He said his film is very ‘human-oriented’
and having done location scouting, he has identified places that uphold the 1970s charm.

Nouf Al Sulaiti, who turns director with Gubgub, a short film about an adventurous young girl who goes
crab-hunting with her father, said directing was something she wanted to try, having earlier produced
many films. “Producing is my passion, and directing is something | wanted to try to know what directors
go through.”

A film student of Northwestern University in Qatar, she said Qumra brings “great exposure — as a person
— and about the industry. | had one-on-ones with the Masters and it is great to know how to take my
film to the next level.” As a Qatari filmmaker, Qumra is important to her, she said, “because it helps the
world understand that we have work here, that we are producing films here. Often, many people do not
take us seriously but Qumra helps us to develop our work to the next stage, and help us expand outside
the region. It is a good platform to understand that we are capable of making films that are as good as
those made in the West.”

A.J. Al Thani, whose earlier film Kashta received tremendous acclaim, is nurturing her first feature film
project, Khuzama — about a Bedouin girl who dreams of exploring the desert - at Qumra 2018. She said
she is anxious yet excited as “your first feature film is like your calling card and | want to prepare as
much as possible now so that when | shoot | am in the right place.” That preparation, for her, comes
from Qumra. “As a filmmaker you expect to hear that your project is amazing and then you get a shock
when your mentors remind you how much work you have to do. | am happy to hear that now than
later.”

In development stage is the short documentary by Majid Al Remaihi, whose first short film Domestic
Acoustics was completed through the Doha Film Institute’s Documentary Lab. “This is the first time I'm
participating in Qumra,” said Majid, who loves doing documentary as it gives him the experience of
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working with real people. His project Pastimes is “an essay documentary that explores ancestry and
grandfathers having symbolic resonance with history as it is written in Qatar and the Arabian Gulf.”

A sociology student, he says “sociology gave me awareness of the structure but film lends me the vision.
Film has the artistic capacity to encapsulate so many ideas and today, we need as much of that —
alternative ways of telling stories and recording it.”

Majid said Qumra helps “catapult us into the middle of the industry, to be with people who represent
their own institutions and films. The masterclasses, through the anecdotes, help you to get things done.
Qumra has made me more enthusiastic about pursuing my career in film with confidence.”

Visit www.dohafilminstitute.com for more details.

-ENDS-
Note to Editors:
About Qumra
Directors and Producers attached to thirty-four projects in development and post-production are selected to
participate in the event. They will include a number of emerging filmmakers from Qatar, as well as recipients of
funding from the Institute’s Grants Programme. The robust programme will feature industry meetings designed to
assist with propelling projects to their next stages of development, including master classes, work-in-progress
screenings, bespoke matchmaking sessions and tailored workshops with industry experts. This creative exchange
will take place alongside a programme of public screenings curated with input from the Qumra Masters.
The event is organised in three main sections: The Qumra Master Classes are daily sessions; each led by one of the
Masters. The participating filmmakers have full access to these sessions, which are also open to accredited
industry guests to attend in an observational capacity.
The Qumra Meetings are a series of one-on-one meetings, workshops and tailored mentoring sessions between
representatives from the selected projects and seasoned industry experts.
The Qumra Screenings are open to the public and feature projects funded by the Institute through its grants and
co-financing initiatives, as well as a series of films chosen by the Qumra Masters accompanied by Q&A sessions.
The Arabic term ‘gumra’ is popularly said to be the origin of the word ‘camera’, and to have been used by the
scientist, astronomer and mathematician Alhazen (lbn al-Haytham, 965-c.1040 CE), whose work in optics laid out
the principles of the camera obscura.

About Doha Film Institute:

Doha Film Institute is an independent, not-for-profit cultural organisation. It supports the growth of the local film
community through cultivating film appreciation, enhancing industry knowledge and contributing to the
development of sustainable creative industries in Qatar. The Institute’s platforms include funding and production
of local, regional and international films; skills-sharing and mentorship programmes; film screenings; the Ajyal
Youth Film Festival; and Qumra. With culture, community, learning and entertainment at its foundation, the
Institute is committed to supporting Qatar’s 2030 vision for the development of a knowledge-based economy.

Doha Film Institute
Twitter: @DohaFilm; Instagram: @DohaFilm; Facebook: www.facebook.com/DohaFilminstitute
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