
  
Press Release 

 
 

DFI UK CINEMA SHOWCASE AT THE MIA 
In partnership with the British Council and Qatar Museums Authority to celebrate Qatar 

UK 2013 
 

 
Doha, Qatar; February 6 , 2013:  Doha Film Institute’s (DFI) year round film series  launches an 
exciting programme of public screenings that will open with the Qatar Premiere of the British 
classic The Red Shoes (1948; dir. Powell & Pressburger) at  the Museum of Islamic Art  (MIA), on 
Thursday, February 28th in celebration of Qatar-UK 2013. 
 
In partnership with the British Council and the Qatar Museums Authority to celebrate Qatar UK 
2013, Doha Film Institute presents the DFI UK Cinema Showcase at the MIA Auditorium - a 
series of monthly screenings throughout 2013 celebrating the power of classic and 
contemporary films from the British canon. Throughout the year certain screenings within the 
showcase will be attended by British filmmaking talent, and since Qatar-UK 2013 is a reciprocal 
initiative, DFI will also create a series of opportunities to bring Arab and more specifically, 
Qatari filmmaking talent to the UK.  This celebration of UK film culture will culminate in a 
special section of programming at the 2013 Doha Tribeca Film Festival.   
 
Academy Award winner, The Red Shoes, is the classic tale of a young ballerina torn between her 
art and her romance with a young composer. Created by Michael Powell and Emeric 
Pressburger, it is the quintessential backstage drama and dance film, as well as one of the most 
glorious Technicolor feasts ever created. The beloved classic has been restored for new 
generations to experience and lives on as an enthralling tribute to the life of the artist and a 
milestone work of British cinema. 
 
A true classic in every sense, The Red Shoes takes you behind the scenes of the entrancing art of 
ballet in its golden age. The incredible performances, magical music and choreography, and 
mesmerising cinematography exceptionally demonstrate the well-earned Academy Awards® for 
Best Art Direction and Best Music.  As well as the many nominations and awards bestowed 
upon the film, The Red Shoes is rated in the top 100 list of British films by the British Film 
Institute.  Martin Scorsese also famously introduced a restored version of the film when he 
served as honorary president of the Cannes Classics section at the film festival in 2009. 
 
Mr Abdulaziz Al-Khater, Chief Executive Officer, Doha Film Institute, said: “The Qatar-UK 
initiative is an exciting opportunity for us to celebrate the breadth and quality of British 
filmmaking with local audiences.  There is clearly a demand for great films that showcase the 
best in international cinema and enhance film appreciation here in Doha.” 



  
 
Martin Hope, Director of the British Council, said:  “We are delighted to be involved in 
developing the programme and to have some of our most celebrated films shown and 
appreciated by the people of Qatar.  In addition, this reciprocal initiative will see films from the 
Arab world and Qatar screened in the UK, providing new insights into regional filmmaking for 
UK audiences.  We look forward to working with DFI and to promoting mutual awareness 
between our two nations.” 
 
Commenting on the importance of the programme Miguel Blanco, Director of Strategic Cultural 
Relations, Qatar Museums Authority, said: “Qatar UK 2013 aims to celebrate our two nations 
through the shared love of arts and culture. The showcase of British filmmaking at the Museum 
of Islamic Art is an excellent example of the exiting world-class events that will take place in 
Qatar and across the UK during the year.” 
 
There will be three screenings of The Red Shoes at the MIA Auditorium.  The opening night will 
take place from 6:00pm on Thursday, February 28th with the screening at 7:30pm. The other 
screenings will take place on Friday, March 1st at 4:00pm and at 7:00pm. Tickets are now on 
sale at www.dohafilminstitute.com and starting Saturday, February 23rd at the MIA DFI Ticket 
Outlet (see below for opening hours and location).  Tickets are priced at QAR 35 for general 
public and a special discounted rate of QAR 25 for students. 
 
The DFI UK Cinema Showcase will run monthly until Fall 2013 as part of Qatar-UK 2013 and will 
also be featuring screenings of Shallow Grave (1994; dir. Danny Boyle), Kes (1969; dir. Ken 
Loach) and The Bridge on the River Kwai (1957; dir. David Lean).  This programme builds on last 
year’s showcase of Japan’s rich and diverse cinematic traditions as part of Qatar-Japan 2012, 
celebrating of 40 years of diplomatic relations between the two countries. 
 
For more information, please visit www.dohafilminstitute.com and look out for the next 
installment of screenings for the coming months. 
 

-ENDS- 
 

NOTES TO EDITOR 
Box office locations and hours:   
Museum of Islamic Art DFI Ticket Outlet is located across from the MIA Auditorium 
Saturday, February 23 – Friday, March 1   
Sunday, Monday and Wednesday: 10:30AM - 5:30PM 
Thursday and Saturday: 12:00PM - 8:00PM 
Friday, March 1: 2:00PM - 8:00PM 
Closed: Tuesday, February 26 
 
 
 
About Doha Film Institute: 

http://www.dohafilminstitute.com/
http://www.dohafilminstitute.com/


  
Doha Film Institute (DFI) is an independent cultural organisation established in 2010 to incorporate Qatar’s film 
initiatives under one banner; organically supporting the growth of the local film community by enhancing industry 
knowledge, cultivating film appreciation and contributing to the development of sustainable creative industries in 
Qatar. DFI’s year-round platforms include funding and production of local, regional and international films, 
educational programmes, film screenings, and the annual Doha Tribeca Film Festival (DTFF).  
With culture, community, education and entertainment at its foundation, DFI serves as an all-encompassing film 
hub in Doha, as well as a resource for the region and the rest of the world. DFI is committed to supporting Qatar’s 
2030 vision for the development of a knowledge-based economy.  
 
DFI has established a number of strategic cultural partnerships with leading local and international organisations 
including Tribeca Enterprises, World Cinema Foundation, Maisha Film Lab, Katara Cultural Village and Giffoni Film 
Festival. 
 
About Qatar UK - Year of Culture 2013:  
 
Qatar UK 2013 Year of Culture 
 
Following the success of Qatar Japan 2012, Qatar UK 2013 Year of Culture has been developed in partnership with 
Qatar’s Ministry of Culture, Arts and Heritage, Qatar Museums Authority, Qatar Foundation for Education, Science 
and Community Development, the British Council, and the British Foreign and Commonwealth Office. 
 
Inspired by the Qatar National Vision for 2030, Qatar UK 2013 aims to forge new partnerships between the UK and 
Qatar in education, sport, creative industries, and science, while promoting an awareness and appreciation of each 
other’s culture, achievements, and heritage. World-class events will take place in Qatar and across the UK, 
showcasing the quality, diversity, breadth and innovation of creative Britain and Qatar. Art exhibitions organized 
by QMA, education conferences developed by the British Council, cultural events at Katara and the screening of a 
British cinema series by the Doha Film Institute are only a small portion of the rich calendar of events that both 
nations will host throughout 2013. 
 
The year will also give greater visibility to successful partnerships that already exist, such as Bloomsbury Qatar 
Foundation Publishing, Imperial College Biobank, and the UCL Qatar campus.  
 
The season was launched at the Museum of Islamic Arts in Qatar in late 2012 by Her Excellency Sheikha Al Mayassa 
bint Hamad bin Khalifa Al-Thani, Chair of Qatar Museums Authority, and Ed Vaizey MP, UK Minister for Culture, 
Communications and Creative Industries.  
 
UK partners and participants include the British Council, DCMS, Visit Britain, FCO, the Victoria and Albert Museum, 
Sadler’s Wells, National Theatre of Scotland, BBC Symphony Orchestra, Shakespeare’s Globe, Tate, UCL, Coventry 
University, and Shubbak Festival.  
 
Qatari partners include Qatar Museums Authority, Doha Film Institute, Katara cultural village, Qatar Foundation for 
Education, Science and Community Development, and Qatar Olympic Committee.    
 
Platinum sponsors are Vodafone and Shell.  
 
Commenting on Qatar UK 2013, Ed Vaizey MP, said “I am very excited by this initiative and welcome the 
opportunity to build on the already strong relationship the UK shares with Qatar. Qatar UK 2013 will celebrate the 
best of our two nations, showcasing the finest we have to offer in the fields of culture, art, sport and education 
while looking to the exciting new opportunities for the future.”   
 



  
 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Majid Wasi 
Doha Film Institute 
Tel: 00974 33247800 
mwasi@dohafilminstitute.com 
 
Ajay Teli 
Doha Film Institute 
Tel: 00974 55406634 
ateli@dohafilminstitute.com 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Kelly Home / Nivine William / Divya Khanna 
ASDA’A Burson-Marsteller; +9714 4507 600 
Kelly.home@bm.com / Nivine.william@bm.com / Divya.khanna@bm.com  
 
For Europe and North American media enquiries, please contact: 
Cathy Dunkley / Jim Selman 
Freud Communications; +44 20 3003 6300 
cathy.dunkley@freud.com / james.selman@freud.com  
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