
 

 

 

Ajyal Film Festival Explores Family Dynamics amid Separation 
 
Doha, Qatar; November 21, 2020: The Doha Film Institute’s (DFI) 8th Ajyal Film Festival 
virtually hosted the team of 200 Meters, director Ameen Nayfeh and producer May Odeh, in 
which a 200-metre distance becomes a 200-kilometre odyssey to reconnect a father with his 
son. 
 
Making its MENA premiere, DFI-grantee 200 Meters (Palestine, Jordan, Qatar, Italy, 
Sweden/2020) follows a Palestinian father trapped on the other side of the separation wall, 
who is desperately trying to reach his sick son at the hospital. Mustafa is denied on a 
technicality, but a father’s love will not give up. 
 
At an online press briefing, the film’s director Ameen Nayfeh said: “The character of the father 
takes audiences through a real-life story that reflects the reality of countless Palestinians 
today. In fact, the production experience was personal on many levels, with seven years of 
preparation for a 22-day filming window. I also drew inspiration from my own background in 
nursing, which helped create the underlying moral threads and storylines.” 
 
Following its premiere at the 77th Venice International Film Festival in September this year, 
200 Meters won the Audience Prize in Venice Days and the Cinema for Humanity Audience 
Award at the El Gouna Film Festival 2020. It was also selected as the Jordanian entry for the 
Best International Feature Film at the 93rd Academy Awards. 
 
Producer, May Odeh, touched on the importance of authentic storytelling in the region: “In the 
Arab world, film funding, support and distribution still represent obstacles to aspiring creatives. 
Particularly in Palestinian cinema, it is the effort of individuals rather than an industry that 
drives filmmaking forward.” 
 
“Still, we must continue to create films and tell our stories to the world to fight propaganda and 
misinformation. We see a lot of promising new developments amongst our youth, who seek 
alternative online platforms to distribute their content without funding requirements and 
contribute to the promotion of authentic Arab storytelling for audiences in the region and 
beyond.” 
 
200 Meters touches on the lives of many Palestinians and the obstacles faced by separated 
families in a tension-filled family drama that captivates and inspires through its fearless 
depiction of real-life stories. 
 
For up-to-date information and ticket reservation, visit: www.dohafilminstitute.com/festival. 
 
2020 Ajyal Film Festival’s Official Partners include: Katara Cultural Village Foundation – 
Cultural Partner; Qatar National Tourism Council – Principal Partner; Novo Cinemas, 
Ooredoo – Strategic Partner, Msheireb Properties, Lusail, Qatari Diar – Signature 
Sponsors. 
 
 

-END- 
 
Note to Editors: 

http://www.dohafilminstitute.com/festival


 

 

About Doha Film Institute: 
Doha Film Institute is an independent, not-for-profit cultural organisation. It supports the growth of the 
local film community through cultivating film appreciation, enhancing industry knowledge and 
contributing to the development of sustainable creative industries in Qatar. The Institute’s platforms 
include funding and production of local, regional and international films; skills-sharing and mentorship 
programmes; film screenings; the Ajyal Film Festival; and Qumra. With culture, community, learning 
and entertainment at its foundation, the Institute is committed to supporting Qatar’s 2030 vision for the 
development of a knowledge-based economy. 

 
Doha Film Institute 
Twitter: @DohaFilm; Instagram: @DohaFilm; Facebook: www.facebook.com/DohaFilmInstitute 

http://www.facebook.com/DohaFilmInstitute

