
 

Brigette Lacombe’s Qumra Talk puts spotlight on Qatar’s 
contribution to women empowerment in cinema and sports 

 
Doha, Qatar; March 12, 2018: The first of the Qumra Talks, led by acclaimed photographer Brigitte 
Lacombe, was defined not only by a journey down 40 years of her illustrious career but also her inspiring 
work on behalf of Qatar in documenting international film talents and Arab women in sports.  
 
In an inspiring presentation that featured mesmersising photographs of celebrities – from Leonardo 
DiCaprio to Meryl Streep and Mick Jagger, as well as Malala, Barak Obama and more, Lacombe took 
audiences through the story behind the portraits, underlining that she looks “for that moment of 
authenticity” in every frame.  
 
This was part of the second edition of Qumra Talks, which leaders from film, television, technology and 
online worlds, for insightful discussions as part of Qumra, the industry event organised by the Doha Film 
Institute, with the first talk presented in partnership with the Northwestern University in Qatar.  
 
Brigitte Lacombe was also joined on stage by her sister, renowned documentary filmmaker Marian 
Lacombe, and together, they also presented two of the illustrious projects championed by Qatar – I am 
Film, a visual archive of filmmaking talent – from the Arab world and beyond – as well as Hey’Ya: Arab 
Women in Sport, an inspiring take on the female athletes from the region.  
 
For Hey’Ya: Arab Women in Sport, the Lacombe sisters had set up an outdoor studio at the Athletes 
Village at the Arab Games in Doha in December 2011, and was shot over a period of seven months. They 
also travelled through the Gulf and North Africa and worked with female athletes of all ages and levels 
of achievement. Arabic for ‘Let’s Go,’ Hey’Ya had 31 Qatari girls engaged in different sports form 
swimming to shooting.  
 
Fatma Al Remaihi, Chief Executive Officer of the Doha Film Institute, said: “Our association with Brigitte 
goes back many years, when she was here in Doha for the Brigitte Lacombe Mentoring Programme for 
young photographers. We also worked together on I Am Film, which documented over 350 cinematic 
icons and on In Production, which captured the action behind the scenes at Doha Film Institute’s co-
productions. She is a true friend of Qatar and the Doha Film Institute, who inspires legions of young 
talents around the world through her dedication and commitment to photography.” 
 
Sharing her story, Brigitte said she was introduced to the world of photography after her father gifted 
her a camera. “I had no idea that it (photography) would become my entire life. There was not much of 
a natural propensity the first time around but gradually I became obsessed and it became my vocation.” 
 
A turning point in her life came when she decided to cover the Cannes Film Festival, at a time when 
“there were very few women photographers. It was very different then and I was very young,” she said. 
The experience opened her world to Hollywood, and she has since been working closely with several 
acclaimed stars. To young creative aspirants, she had a message, as she described her own approach to 
securing work. “About 75 per cent of the work I do is generated by me (by reaching out to others). It is a 
good way to do the work you love.”  
 



 

She said she places “100 per cent attention on the subject” and is particularly focused on defining 
“space and light” and ensuring that every work is like a “one-on-one meeting”. The inspiring session also 
had vignettes from the work that Brigitte did for ‘The Female Lead,’ a non-profit organisation that is 
dedicated to making women’s stories more visible.  
 
Following the Qumra Talk on Monday by transmedia artist Simon Wilkinson on ‘Virtual Reality: 
Storytelling through Emerging Media’, in partnership with The British Council, the final discussion on 
Tuesday (March 13) will be on ‘Content for a Fragmented Media Universe’ in partnership with 
Northwestern University in Qatar, to be led by Jon Kamen, CEO of RadicalMedia. He will share his 
thoughts on emerging trends in media and how businesses are producing content for a fragmented 
media universe with social media and smart devices having disrupted traditional models of 
consumption. 
 
Visit www.dohafilminstitute.com for online and in-person ticketing details. Tickets are priced QAR 35. 

-ENDS- 
Note to Editors: 
 
About Qumra 
Directors and Producers attached to thirty-four projects in development and post-production are selected to 
participate in the event. They will include a number of emerging filmmakers from Qatar, as well as recipients of 
funding from the Institute’s Grants Programme. The robust programme will feature industry meetings designed to 
assist with propelling projects to their next stages of development, including master classes, work-in-progress 
screenings, bespoke matchmaking sessions and tailored workshops with industry experts. This creative exchange 
will take place alongside a programme of public screenings curated with input from the Qumra Masters. 
The event is organised in three main sections: The Qumra Master Classes are daily sessions; each led by one of the 
Masters. The participating filmmakers have full access to these sessions, which are also open to accredited 
industry guests to attend in an observational capacity.  
The Qumra Meetings are a series of one-on-one meetings, workshops and tailored mentoring sessions between 
representatives from the selected projects and seasoned industry experts.  
The Qumra Screenings are open to the public and feature projects funded by the Institute through its grants and 
co-financing initiatives, as well as a series of films chosen by the Qumra Masters accompanied by Q&A sessions.   
The Arabic term ‘qumra’ is popularly said to be the origin of the word ‘camera’, and to have been used by the 
scientist, astronomer and mathematician Alhazen (Ibn al-Haytham, 965-c.1040 CE), whose work in optics laid out 
the principles of the camera obscura. 
 
About Doha Film Institute: 
Doha Film Institute is an independent, not-for-profit cultural organisation. It supports the growth of the local film 
community through cultivating film appreciation, enhancing industry knowledge and contributing to the 
development of sustainable creative industries in Qatar. The Institute’s platforms include funding and production 
of local, regional and international films; skills-sharing and mentorship programmes; film screenings; the Ajyal 
Youth Film Festival; and Qumra. With culture, community, learning and entertainment at its foundation, the 
Institute is committed to supporting Qatar’s 2030 vision for the development of a knowledge-based economy. 
 
Doha Film Institute 
Twitter: @DohaFilm; Instagram: @DohaFilm; Facebook: www.facebook.com/DohaFilmInstitute 

https://www.facebook.com/DohaFilmInstitute

