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‘The more local your film, the more universal it is,’
says Qumra Master Bruno Dumont

Doha, Qatar; March 5, 2017: Qumra Master Bruno Dumont, delivering his Master Class at the third
edition of Qumra, the industry event by the Doha Film Institute, urged emerging filmmakers to push the
boundaries of reality, reminding them that the ‘more localized’ their stories, the ‘more universal’ they
become.

In a talk defined by the intense philosophical and spiritual outlooks that have shaped the avant-garde
French filmmaker’s life and works, Dumont emphasized that studying philosophy (Greek and German)
enables him as a filmmaker as ‘it is the reason and rationale, based on which we separate things.”

By shaping the dimensions of ‘being’ and ‘non-being,” philosophy drives him in his character sketches, as
“philosophers are people who have probed human nature.” That is why he sees the role of cinema as a
“spiritual experience’ and film as a “natural art.”

He believes in the interconnection of landscape and human beings, and uses nature as a real tool in his
filmmaking. “When you apply the characters in a landscape, a scene comes along; that is why | seek a
landscape that | can tell a story about, because it helps to present the ghostly expression of good and
evil, of mystique and mystery.”

Dumont had an eager audience at Qumra, emerging talents who have been passionately following his
films, and who tossed at him questions ranging from his notions of philosophy to specific ‘behind-the-
scenes’ of some of his landmark films.

They also probed him on his work with professional actors of late, having earlier preferred to work with
non-trained people. Dumont says the key in working with professional actors is to ‘dehumanise them
and make them look deep into themselves to become real characters. Direct them, always, as non-
professionals and you get excellent results,” he told the audience.

To a question on political influence in his cinema, Dumont said that politics is not his speciality, adding
that “politics influences our sensibility to art.” Ultimately, it is about how art and cinema enables “us to
accept each other because cinemas shows us in relation to one another.”

Dumont narrated his journey in cinema, starting first with studying and teaching philosophy, shooting
industrial films, and going on to learn cinematography, editing and scripting. When he ventured into
fiction-filmmaking, he found it impossible to work with established actors. “So | worked with non-actors
and found the work was smooth.” He narrated how he used editing tools to get non-real-time reactions
to action shots, especially when his acting crew were not comfortable with some scenes.

He says over the years he gained a stronger understanding and courage as a director, and is ready to
follow austere measures on the sets to support his producers. Dumont understands that films are dense
“and does not have to appeal to all; you cannot make a film to please all. Accept that some people do
not love your films, and leave it at that.”
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Dumont’s film L’il Quinquin (France/2014) was screened at Qumra 2017 as part of the Modern Masters
Screening. He will take part in mentoring sessions with the talents of the selected Qumra Projects.

Qumra hosts leading international filmmakers, producers, industry experts and professionals, for intense
brainstorming, knowledge-sharing and nurturing sessions with talents associated with 34 films from 25
countries. Directors and producers attached to 18 narrative feature films, 7 feature documentaries and
9 short films are participating in the event being held until March 8 at Souq Al Wagif and the Museum of
Islamic Arts.

New this year are the Accredited Delegates Programme, developed for professionals from diverse
backgrounds which will allow 100 local and regional delegates to access more opportunities and be a
part of the platform for discovery, and ‘Qumra Talks’, a series of three specially curated discussions that
gathers leaders from the technology, film, TV and online worlds to share their insights on trending topics
impacting the international film industry.
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Note to Editors:

About Qumra

Directors and Producers attached to thirty-four projects in development and post-production are selected to
participate in the event. They will include a number of emerging filmmakers from Qatar, as well as recipients of
funding from the Institute’s Grants Programme. The robust programme will feature industry meetings designed to
assist with propelling projects to their next stages of development, including master classes, work-in-progress
screenings, bespoke matchmaking sessions and tailored workshops with industry experts. This creative exchange
will take place alongside a programme of public screenings curated with input from the Qumra Masters.

The event is organised in three main sections: The Qumra Master Classes are daily sessions; each led by one of the
Masters. The participating filmmakers have full access to these sessions, which are also open to accredited
industry guests to attend in an observational capacity.

The Qumra Meetings are a series of one-on-one meetings, workshops and tailored mentoring sessions between
representatives from the selected projects and seasoned industry experts.

The Qumra Screenings are open to the public and feature projects funded by the Institute through its grants and
co-financing initiatives, as well as a series of films chosen by the Qumra Masters accompanied by Q&A sessions.
The Arabic term ‘qumra’ is popularly said to be the origin of the word ‘camera’, and to have been used by the
scientist, astronomer and mathematician Alhazen (lbn al-Haytham, 965-c.1040 CE), whose work in optics laid out
the principles of the camera obscura.

About Doha Film Institute:

Doha Film Institute is an independent, not-for-profit cultural organisation. It supports the growth of the local film
community through cultivating film appreciation, enhancing industry knowledge and contributing to the
development of sustainable creative industries in Qatar. The Institute’s platforms include funding and production
of local, regional and international films; skills-sharing and mentorship programmes; film screenings; the Ajyal
Youth Film Festival; and Qumra. With culture, community, learning and entertainment at its foundation, the
Institute is committed to supporting Qatar’s 2030 vision for the development of a knowledge-based economy.

Doha Film Institute
Twitter: @DohaFilm; Instagram: @DohaFilm; Facebook: www.facebook.com/DohaFilminstitute


https://www.facebook.com/DohaFilmInstitute

