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Press Release

Doha Film Institute presents showcase of films by
Contemporary Master: Elia Suleiman

Doha, February 11, 2015: The Doha Film Institute will present a showcase of three films by
internationally renowned filmmaker Elia Suleiman on February 20 and 21 at the Museum of
Islamic Art auditorium.

The cinematic showcase will highlight the illustrious career of the celebrated director, and
actor who also serves as the Institute’s Artistic Adviser.

Mr. Suleiman will be on hand at the screenings and will engage with audiences after the
films to answer questions and discuss his filmmaking process. He will also conduct a private
master class over the weekend with local students associated with the Doha Film Institute’s
education and development programmes.

The screening series will open with Suleiman’s first feature film, ‘Chronicle of a
Disappearance’ (1996), which won the Best First Film prize at the Venice Film Festival. The
second film in the series is ‘Divine Intervention’ (2002), Suleiman's second feature, which
solidified his status as an icon of contemporary filmmaking, winning the Jury Prize and the
International Film Critics Prize at the Festival de Cannes, as well as the Best Foreign Film
Prize at the European Awards in Rome; it was also Palestine’s submission to the Academy
Awards in 2003.

The third film in the series is ‘The Time That Remains’ (2009), which was selected for the
Official Competition at the Festival de Cannes, and won the Black Pearl Award for Best
Middle Eastern Narrative Film at the Abu Dhabi Film Festival and the Jury Grand Prize at the
Asia Pacific Screen Awards.

The showcase is being presented in the lead up to the inaugural edition of Qumra, the Doha
Film Institute’s new event dedicated to the mentorship and development of emerging
filmmakers which is set to take place March 6 - 11. Alongside the Qumra industry sessions,
the event will also include a programme of public screenings curated with input from five
Masters of contemporary cinema, featuring their work alongside emerging filmmakers
selected from films supported by the Institute’s grants and co-financing programmes.
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About Doha Film Institute:

Doha Film Institute is an independent, not-for-profit cultural organisation. It supports the
growth of the local film community through cultivating film appreciation, enhancing
industry knowledge and contributing to the development of sustainable creative industries
in Qatar. The Institute’s platforms include funding and production of local, regional and
international films; skills-sharing and mentorship programmes; film screenings; the Ajyal
Youth Film Festival; and Qumra. With culture, community, learning and entertainment at its
foundation, the Institute is committed to supporting Qatar’s 2030 vision for the
development of a knowledge-based economy.

Doha Film Institute
Twitter: @DohaFilm; Instagram: @DohaFilm; Facebook:
www.facebook.com/DohaFilmInstitute
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